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A  Scientist's  View  of  Immortality. 

A    stirring   message   by   a   world   famed  scientist  and  Nobel  Prize  winner, 

Dr.  Arthur  H.  Compton. 


Editor's  Note  from  Deseret  Neios;  The 
following  article  by  Arthur  H.  Compton  con- 
tains many  excellent  thoughts  in  relation  to 
the  immortality  of  the  soul.  It  should  be 
clearly  understood  by  all  who  read  it  tbat  Dr. 
Compton  has  not  been  trained  as  has  every 
faithful  Latter-day  Saint,  and  therefore  it  is 
natural  for  him  to  hold  to  some  views  which 
are  here  expressed  which  are  not  in  keeping 
with  the  revealed  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
it  has  come  to  us  in  its  fulness. 

Too  many  scientific  men,  and  for  that 
matter  too  many  who  profess  to  be  teachers 
of  religion  and  followers  of  Jesus  Christ, 
have  held  to  the  view  expressed  by  Dr. 
Compton:  "No  one  we  know  of  has  come 
back  after  death  to  bear  witness  to  the 
nature  of  death  ....  Therefore  any  belief 
in  life  beyond  the  grave  must  necessarily 
come  from  other  realms  than  that  of  science 
as  we  know  it." 


It  is  true  that  no  one  has  come  back  to 
discuss  with  mortals  in  a  scientific  way  the 
nature  of  death,  or  life  after  death,  but  the 
fact  remains  tbat  there  have  been  many  who 
have  come  back  after  having  passed  through 
death  with  the  assurance  that  life  is  ever- 
lasting. Every  true  Christian  accepts  the 
resurrection  of  the  Son  of  God  who  died  upon 
the  cross  as  our  Redeemer.  He  came  back 
and  associated  with  His  disciples  for  forty 
days  in  Palestine.  He  ate  before  them,  He 
conversed  with  them,  and  commissioned  them 
and  sent  them  forth  to  be  witness  of  His 
resurrection.  He    also   presented   Himself 

before  the  ancients  upon  this  continent. 
Then  again,  in  this  present  dispensation, 
there  have  come  many  of  the  ancient  pro- 
phets who  have  also  passed  through  the 
resurrection,  declaring  their  authorities  and 
powers  and  making  themselves  manifest  to 
reliable  witnesses  here  upon  the  earth. 
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We  are  not  left  without  witnesses. 
Celestial,  or  resurrected,  beings  have 
appeared  in  our  day  with  the  declaration  that 
life  does  not  end  with  the  grave,  but  confirm- 
ing the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  is  the 
resurrection  and  the  life  and  will  draw  all 
men  unto  him  through  His  resurrection.  In 
other  words  every  soul  shall  live  again,  for 
the  graves  shall  be  opened  even  as  they  were 
when  Matthew  spoke  nearly  two  thousand 
years  ago,  and  the  dead  shall  come  forth, 
"  yea  even  all." 

We  commend  the  reading  of  Dr.  Compton's 
article  recognizing  it  as  an  important  as  well 
as  interesting  treatise  from  thei  pen  of  one 
entirely  capable  of  discussing  the  subject, 
"  A    Scientist's    View    of    Immortality." 

Easter  dawns !  Throughout  the  world 
millions  of  all  races  and  elans  herald  the 
triumphant  festival  of  the  Christian  faith. 

In  myriad  languages  and  countless 
temples  the  age-old  story  of  the  betrayal 
and  crucifixion  has  been  retold  in  recent 
days. 

The  culmination  is  the  empty  tomb,  the 
resurrection,  and  the  Easter  message — 
immortality ! 

As  a  scientist  it  is  not  my  task  to  judge 
the  historicity  of  those  events  in  and  near 
Jerusalem  many  centuries  ago.  But  the 
profundity  of  their  influence  on  human 
affairs  cannot  be  denied. 

It  is  to  the  universal  theme  of  Easter 
itself,  the  question  of  life  after  death, 
that  I  would  turn  at  this  appropriate 
moment. 

Has  science  anything  to  say  about  im- 
mortality? I  am  convinced  that  it  has. 
Not  in  the  sense,  of  course,  that  physical 
fact  can  be  detected  by  instrument  and 
scientific  law  established  by  deduction. 
But  it  speaks  in  support  of  faith,  and 
faith  in  God  and  immortality  may  be  a 
thoroughly  scientific  attitude. 

Science  is  eternally  in  search  of  truth. 
That  involves  faith  in  the  existence  of 
truth,  in  its  discoverability,  in  our  capa- 
city to  ascertain  it  and,  in  a  measure  at 
least,  to  comprehend  it. 

Faith?  Scientists  live  by  faith,  it  may 
be    said,    much   as   religionists   do. 

The  scientific  attitude  does  not  mean 
the  rejection  of  an  unproved  hypothesis. 
Scientists  know  that  accepted  principles 
or  laws  of  science  are  subject  to  modifi- 


cation, even  rejection,  as  additional 
knowledge  is  obtained. 

It  is  an  accepted  method  of  science  to 
use  "  working  hypotheses  "  as  bases, 
even  though  they  may  not  have  been 
proved. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  recent 
volume,  "  The  Freedom  of  Man,"  it  is 
entirely  justifiable  to*  put  faith  in  a  scien- 
tific principle  when  tests  reveal  that  its 
application  leads  to  correct  or  at  least  to 
useful  conclusions. 

Science  offers  no  support  of  immor- 
tality as  a  demonstrable  physical  fact,  but 
it  does  validate  faith  as  a  procedure. 
And  it  clears  the  way  for  philosophical, 
moral  and  religious  reasoning,  which 
alone  can  afford  a  basis  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  conviction  that  life  continues  after 
death. 

And  to  the  believer  it  offers  what  he 
may  legitimately  consider  corroboration. 
Let  us  look  to  that. 

Few  scientific  men  to-day  defend  the 
atheistic  attitude.  The  more  we  learn 
about  the  world  in  which  we  live,  the  less 
the  probability  that  it  is  a  product  of 
chance. 

Never  yet  has  there  been  adequate  re- 
futation of  the  argument  that  design  in 
the  universe  presumes  an  Intelligence. 
Evidence  points  to  the  existence  of  a  Be- 
ginner, a  Creator  of  the  universe. 

A  physicist's  studies  and  experiments 
lead  him  to  believe  this  Creator  to  be  an 
intelligent   Being. 

From  a  biological  point  of  view,  the 
studies  cause  one  to  conclude  there  is  an 
Intelligence  back  of  all  earthly  things, 
leading  to  a  definite  end  or  conclusion. 

The  intelligent  God  has  an  interest  in 
and  relation  to  man.  And  it  is  reason- 
able to  assume  that  He  would  be  in- 
terested in  creating  a  being  intelligent 
like  Himself. 

How  interesting  it  is  to  observe  that 
among  those  of  conflicting  opinion  as  to 
the  age  of  the  universe,  whether  it  is 
self-continuing  or  had  a  beginning  at  a 
relatively  definite  time,  there  are  many 
who  hold  in  common  the  view  that  it  is 
the  expression  of  the  will  of  a  superior 
Intelligence  ! 

Jeans  conceives  of  the  Creator  as  the 
Perfect  Mathematician,   expressing  him- 
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self  in  processes  capable  of  mathemati- 
cal formulation.  Eddington  and  Lemaitre 
take  the  view  that  the  world  is  by  order 
of  Omniscience. 

We  move  on,  then,  to  God's  interest 
in  man.  May  we  not  venture  to>  make 
the  assumption  that  a  benevolent  and  in- 
telligent Creator  should  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  conscious  beings,  He  has 
placed  on  our  earth? 

I  can  see  only  one  answer. 

Science  can  have  no  quarrel  with  a 
religion  which  postulates  a  God  to  whom 
men  are  His  children.  Not  that  science 
in  any  way  shows  a  relationship — if  a 
religion  which  does  not  have  its  own  evi- 
dence it  should  not  look  to  science ;  but 
the  evidence  which  science  offers  for  an 
intelligent  Power  working  in  the  world 
makes  such  a  hypothesis  plausible. 

It  is  thus  possible  to  see  the  whole 
great  drama  of  evolution  as  moving  to- 
ward the  goal  of  personality,  the  making 
of  persons  with  free,  intelligent  wills, 
capable  of  learning  nature's  laws,  of 
glimpsing  God's  purpose  in  nature  and 
of  sharing  that  purpose. 

It  is  an  inspiring  setting  in  which  we 
thus  find  ourselves.  As  we  recognize 
the  greatness  of  the  programme  of 
nature  which  is  unfolding  before  us,  we 
feel  that  we  are  a  part  of  a  great  enter- 
prise, in  which  some  mighty  Intelligence 
is  working  out  a  hidden  plan. 

A  lofty,  religious  concept?  Yes.  And 
not  unscientific.  Consider  this  statement 
of  prominent  American  scientists,  re- 
cently issued  : 

"It  is  a  sublime  conception  of  God 
which  is  furnished  by  science,  and  one 
wholly  consonant  with  the  highest  ideals 
of  religion  when  it  represents  Him  as 
revealed  through  countless  ages  in  the 
development  of  the  earth  as  an  abode  for 
man,  and  in  the  age-long  inbreathing  of 
life  into  its  constituent  matter,  culminat- 
ing in  man  with  his  spiritual  nature  and 
all  his  God-like  powers." 

What  can  we  say,  if  we  accept  this 
view,  with  regard  to  the  destruction  or 
discontinuance  of  consciousness  or  per- 
sonality in  coincidence  with  physical 
death?  In  other  words,  what  of  immor- 
tality? 


Conscious  of  life  is  apparently  the  thing 
of  primary  importance  in  the  world 
scheme,  and  the  thoughts  of  man,  which 
have  come  to  control  so  great  an  extent 
of  the  development  of  life  on  this  planet, 
are  perhaps  the  most  important  things 
in  the  world. 

Now,  no  cogent  reason  remains  for 
supposing  that  this  consciousness  or 
these  thoughts — or  soul,  if  you  prefer — 
dies  with  the  body.  If  consciousness  is 
merely  the  servant  of  the  living  organism 
we  should  expect  the  two  to  die  together ; 
but  if,  as  seems  more  plausible,  intelli- 
gent consciousness  is  the  objective  of  the 
evolutionary  process,  we  might  reason- 
ably expect  it  to  be  preserved. 

When  one  asks  what  will  happen  to 
him  after  death  he  is  not  concerned  with 
his  body  but  with  his  consciousness — 
mind  or  soul.  To  know  the  fate  of  con- 
sciousness when  the  body  dies,  we  must 
know  the  relation  between  body  and 
mind. 

Although  some  psychologists  declare 
that  all  our  ideas  and  decisions  are  the 
result  of  an  action  in  the  brain,  it  seems 
that  this  theory  fails. 

On  examination  of  evidence  it  appears 
that  correspondence  between  brain 
activity  and  consciousness  is  not  com- 
plete. My  conclusion  that  thinking  is 
partly  divorced  from  the  brain  suggests, 
then,  the  possibility  of  consciousness 
after  death. 

Let  us  look  at  it  from  a  little  different 
angle.  If  freedom  of  choice  on  the  part 
of  man  is  admitted,  as  many  leading 
scientists  do  admit  on  the  basis  of  in- 
determinism  then  it  follows  by  the  same 
line  of  reasoning  that  one's  thoughts  are 
not  the  result  of  molecular  reactions 
obeying  fixed  physical  laws. 

For  if  they  were,  his  thoughts  would 
be  fixed  by  physical  conditions  and  his 
choice  would  be  made  for  him.  Thus,  if 
there  is  freedom,  there  must  be  at  least 
some  thinking  possible  quite  indepen- 
dently of  any  corresponding  cerebral  pro- 
cess. 

On  such  a  view  it  is  no  longer  im- 
possible that  consciousness  may  persist 
after  the  brain  is  destroyed. 
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There  is,  of  course,  a  close  correlation 
between  the  brain's  activity  and  mental 
processes.  Intoxication,  delirium,  anes- 
thesia, declinng  mental  powers  as  old  age 
advances — these  reveal  it.  Yet  they  are 
not   identical.  vSubstantial  portions  of 

brains  of  both  men  and  animals  have  been 
removed  without  destroying  conscious- 
ness or  impairing  mental  powers. 

William  James  contended — and,  it 
seems  to  me,  successfully — that  "  it  has 
not  been  proved,  and  it  seems  unprov- 
able, that  the  actual  body  is  the  adequate 
cause  and  not  a  purely  contingent  condi- 
tion of  our  spiritual  life." 

He  held  the  view  that  the  brain  trans- 
mits the  thoughts  to  the  body,  where 
action  occurs,  the  thought  itself  originat- 
ing in  the  consciousness.  He  recognized 
that  during  life  thought  needs  the  brain 
for  its  organ  of  expression ;  but  this  does 
not  exclude  the  existence  of  thought  in- 
dependent of  the  brain. 

This  concept  would  set  up  the  brain  as 
an  agent  similar  to  the  detecting  tube  in 
a  radio  receiving  set.  Obviously,  with- 
out it  no  music  could  be  heard.  But 
does  destruction  of  this  tube  imply 
destruction  of  the  musician  whose  song 
is  from  afar? 

James'  view  accounts  satisfactorily  for 
the  observed  parallelism  between  thought 
and  brain,  and  yet  leaves  room  for  the 
great  diversity  of  the  thought  processes. 

Kant  thus  observes  : 

"  The  death  of  the  body  may  indeed  be 
the  end  of  the  sensational  use  of  our 
mind,  but  only  the  beginning  of  the  in- 
tellectual use.  The  body  would  thus  not 
be  the  cause  of  our  thinking,  but  merely 
a  condition  restrictive  thereof,  and,  al- 
though essential  to  our  sensuous  and 
animal  consciousness,  it  may  be  regarded 
as  an  impeder  of  our  pure  spiritual  life." 

Only  the  mechanistic  theory  requires 
the  obliteration  of  consciousness  with  the 
destruction   of  the   brain.  But  by  the 

new  physics  the  mechanistic  concept  that 
a  definite  thought  is  the  result  of  an 
equally  definite  physical  change  in  the 
brain  has  become  difficult  to  defend.  The 
logical  inference,  then,  is  that  thought  or 
consciousness  may  continue  after  death. 

Bergson    seems    adequately    to    assert 


that  "  there  is  infinitely  more  in  human 
consciousness  than  in  a  corresponding 
brain  ;  and  the  mind  overflows  the  brain 
on  all  sides,  cerebral  activity  correspond- 
ing only  to  a  very  small  part  of  mental 
activity."  If  superior,  then  why  not  its 
continuance? 

This  leads  to  consideration  of  the 
objective  or  purpose   of  life.  If  con- 

sciousness is  but  the  product  of  condi- 
tions whereby  it  can  serve  the  physical 
organism  with  which  it  is  associated, 
then  logically  it  is  of  no  value  to  a  dead 
organism,  and  dies  with  it. 

But  if  conscious  persons  are  the  goal 
toward  which  nature  is  working  and 
organisms  but  the  servant  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  vast  and  noble  plan  of  a 
benevolent  Creator,  physical  death  is  but 
an  incident  in  the  process. 

As  I  have  indicated  in  "  The  Freedom 
of  Man  ": 

"  Our  survey  of  the  universe  indicated 
that'  mankind  is  very  possibly  nature's 
best  achievement  in  this  direction.  If  in 
the  world  scheme  conscious  life  is  the 
thing  of  primary  importance,  what  is 
happening  on  our  earth  is  thus  of  great 
cosmic  significance. 

"  The  thoughts  of  man  which  have 
come  to  control  to  so  great  an  extent  the 
development  of  life  upon  this  planet,  are 
conceivably  to  the  Lord  of  Creation 
among  the  most  important  things  in  the 
world.  From  this  point  of  view  we 
might  expect  nature  to  preserve  at  all 
costs  the  living  souls  which  it  has 
evolved   at    such    labour.  This    would 

mean  the  immortality  of  the  indivdual 
consciousness." 

May  we  turn  now  to  a  biological 
parallelism.  Biologically  speaking,  life, 
whether  it  be  an  apple  seed  or  the  germ 
cell  of  man,  is  essentially  continuous  and 
eternal. 

The  apple  may  decay,  but  the  seed 
grows  into  a  new  tree  which  flowers  and 
begets  new  seeds.  The  fruit  and  the 

tree  will  die,  but  there  is  eternal  con- 
tinuity of  life  in  the  cells  which  develop 
from  seed  to  tree,  to  flower  to  seed,  over 
and  over  again. 

We  focus  upon  the  fruit  or  the  tree, 
the  hull  that  surrounds  the  living  germ, 
and  because  they  die  we  conceive  that  life 
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is  destroyed.       But  contemplation  reveals 
the  eternal  process  of  life. 

As  thought  is  superior  to  organism, 
and,  we  believe,  outlives  it,  may  we  not 
also  logically  say  that  continuity  of  con- 
sciousness, mind  or  soul,  may  be  pre- 
sumed from  the  essential  eternality  of  the 
germ  cell? 

In  the  field  of  light  we  find  another 
illustration  of  the  thought  of  immortality 
of  consciousness.  Science  says  the  earth 
is  constantly  bombarded  by  rays  started 
on  their  way  millions  of  light  years  ago. 
By  the  spectroscope  we  even  discover  the 
elements  that  gave  off  the  light. 

It  matters  not  that  the  source  of  the 
light  has  been  shut  off  or  the  light  put 
out.  The  rays,  once  started,  never 
stop.  Put  the  flame  under  the  open  sky 
and  its  rays  stream  on  into  interstellar 
space  forever.  The  flame  was  mortal, 
but  the  light  it  gave  is  immortal. 

To  Gautama  Buddha,  centuries  ago, 
the  extinction  of  the  flame  symbolized 
the  extinction  of  the  soul.  To  modern 
science  it  offers  the  possibility  of  just  the 
opposite ! 

Yet  Buddha's  position  regarding  the 
light  is  much  the  same  as  ours  regarding 
the  soul.  He  saw  the  flame  go  out  and 
thought  the  light  went  with  it.  Now  we 
know  he  was  wrong.  We  see  the  body 
go  out — die.  And  we  think  the  soul 
goes  or  dies  with  it.  May  it  not  be  that 
we  are  blind  to  the  soul  as  he  was  to 
the  light?  How  is  it  possible  for  us  to 
know  that  it  does  not  go  on  forever  with 
a  fulness  of  life  corresponding  to  that  of 
light? 

It  is  not  proof,  I  know.  It  is  an 
analogy,  and  he  who  wishes  may  inter- 
pret one's  influence,  which  we  know 
to  continue  long  after  physical  death,  to 
be  the  parallel  of  the  light.  Yet  it  is 
not  impossible,  nor,  I  believe,  implausi- 
ble, that  its  spiritual  connotation  is  im- 
mortality of  human  consciousness. 

No  one  that  we  know  of  has  come  back 
after  death  to  bear  witness  to  the  nature 
of  death.  Cases  of  suspended  anima- 
tion or  resuscitation  after  apparent  death 
are  insufficient  for  conclusions.  There- 
fore any  sustaining  evidence  for  belief  in 
life  beyond  the  grave  must  necessarily 
come    from    other    realms    than    that    of 


science  as  we  know  it — although,  I  re- 
affirm, science  offers  no  adequate  denial 
of  the  possibility  of  immortality  and  sub- 
mits facts  that  may  reasonably  be  inter- 
preted as  suggestive  of  its  reality. 

It  is  not  inconsistent  with  science  that 
one  should  seek  an  answer  to  the  riddle 
of  the  ages  by  means  of  philosophy  or 
religious  or  moral  reasoning.  In  fact, 
it  is  the  scientific  spirit  that  he  should 
do  so,  for  the  spirit  of  science  is  the 
search  for  reliable  knowledge  as  a  guide 
to  human  action. 

Few  in  this  age,  I  am  sure,  would 
willingly  base  their  lives  on  a  philosophy 
which  to  the  man  of  science  is  demon- 
strably false.  Yet  it  is  a  narrow  view 
to  say  that  we  should  live  only  by  that 
which  can  be  subjected  to  scientific  tests. 

Science  offers  the  firm  foundation  on 
which  to  build  the  emotional  and  religi- 
ous life.  The  knowledge  we  attain  of 
the  present  gives  us  the  starting  point  for 
the  knowledge  we  seek  of  the  future. 

To  the  believer  there  are  many  evi- 
dences of  personal  immortality  which  to 
him  are   adequate.  They  are  without 

the  realm  of  science,  yet  they  are  wholly 
legitimate  for  consideration. 

Easter  reminds  us  that  immortality  has 
been  an  urge  of  man  since  history 
dawned.  The  pyramid  writings  ;  ancient 
inscriptions  in  tombs  and  on  tablets  ;  the 
Scripture  teaching,  both  Old  Testament 
and  New ;  the  universal  emphasis  on  it 
by  Christianity,  the  religion  of  science 
and  progress ;  the  American  Indian's 
conception  of  a  happy  hunting  ground — 
these  are  a  few  of  the  testimonies  of  the 
record. 

To  the  Christian,  of  course,  immor- 
tality represents  the  climax  of  his  faith. 
And  the  warmth  of  humanity's  response 
to  its  positive  message  in  this  regard  in- 
dicates far  more  than  a  passing,  superfi- 
cial desire  or  wishful  thinking.  It  seems 
almost  as  primal  an  urge  as  self- 
preservation. 

Religious  faith  requires  many  to  be- 
lieve that  the  justice  of  God,  the  balanc- 
ing of  the  scales,  demand  immortality  for 
the  completion  of  human  destiny.  To 
them,  too,  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  was 
the  guaranty  of  their  own  resurrection 
from  the  dead. 
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It  is  not  for  me  here  to  go  into  re- 
ligious phases  of  immortality,  however, 
as  others  can  do  that  far  better  than  I 
can,  I  would  say,  though,  that  necessarily 
and  appropriately,  the  evidence  of  religi- 
ous faith  and  teaching  in  this  field  is 
supreme  over  all. 

It  seems  an  intuitive  belief  of  almost 
universal  scope.  Who  can  better  ex- 
press it  than  former  President  Little,  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  a  biologist 
himself : 

The  death  of  my  own  parents  within 
a  day  of  one  another  completely  wiped 
out  pre-existing  logical  bases  for  immor- 
tality and  replaced  them  with  an  utterly 
indescribable  but  completely  convincing 
and  satisfying  realization  that  personal 
immortality   exists.  Such   experiences 

are  not  transferable,  but  are  probably  the 
most  comforting  and  sacred  realizations 
that  can  come  to  any  of  us." 

In  recent  years  I  have  delivered 
foundation  lecture  series  at  Yale  Univer- 
sity, Western  Theological  Seminary  and 
the  University  of  Michigan,  in  which 
have  been  involved  the  themes  of  a 
rational  universe,  intelligence  in  its  crea- 
tion, the  destiny  of  man  and  the  objective 
life.  These  have  been  gathered  up  in 
the  volume  of  which  I  have  spoken,  indi- 
cating clearly  my  own  belief. 

And  my  final  word  on  this  subject  of 
science  and  immortality,  written  now  as 
a  scientist,  is  that  which  I  have  given 
to  the  university  students  : 

"  We  have  found  strong  reasons  for 
believing  that  in  spite  of  his  physical  in- 
significance, man,  as  an  intelligent  per- 
son, may  be  of  extraordinary  importance 
in  the  cosmic  scheme.  If  we  were  to 
use  our  own  best  judgment,  what  would 
we  say  is  the  most  important  thing  about 
a  noble  man?  Would  we  not  place  first 
the  beauty  of  his  character?  It  takes  a 
whole  lifetime  to  build  the  character  of 
a  noble  man. 

"  The  adventures  and  discipline  of 
youth,  the  struggles  and  failures  and  suc- 
cesses, the  pains  and  pleasures  of 
maturity,  the  loneliness  and  tranquility 
of  age — these  make  up  the  fire  through 
which  he  must  pass  to  bring  out  the  pure 
irold  of  his  soul. 


"  Having  been  thus  perfected,  what 
shall  nature  do  with  him?  Annihilate 
him?       What  infinite  waste!  " 

I  prefer  to  believe  he  lives  on  after 
death,  continuing  in  a  larger  sphere,  in 
co-operation  with  his  Maker,  the  work 
he  has  here  begun. 


A  TRIBUTE. 

Resting  now  from  care  and  sorrow, 
Resting  from  fatigue  and  pain ; 
Faithfully  he's  fought  life's  battle — 
Death  to  such  is  endless  gain. 

God  hath  gathered  home  his  spirit, 
God  hath  taken  what  He  gave  ; 
Friend  and  brother,  sweetly  slumber, 
In  the  quiet,  peaceful  grave." 
Brother   Walter    Oswald    Hanson    was 
born  at  Leeds,   England,  2nd  July,   1859, 
was  baptized  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus   Christ   of   Latter-day   Saints,    28th 
December,  1910,  by  Alfred  J.  Gowers,  Jr., 
advanced  in  the  Priesthood  until  he  was 
ordained  to  the  office  of  High  Priest  by 
Don  Mack  Dalton,  7th  December,  1930. 

One  of  the  gentlest  of  men,  with  his 
heart  full  of  love  for  his  Father  in  Heaven 
and  for  his  fellowmen,  Brother  Hanson 
lived  and  died  a  true  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Church.  His  life's  story  reads 
like  a  romance  and  his  noble  character 
was  a  manifestation  of  what  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  can  mould  from  the  rough 
clay  of  a  human  soul.  His  life  until  he 
came  in  contact  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Gospel  was  spent  before  the  mast,  on  the 
high  seas  and  was  subject  to  the  storms 
and  perils  of  life.  Sincerely  and  humbly, 
he  embraced  the  Truth  and  made  every 
effort  to  attune  his  soul  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Master.  He  was  an  inspiration  and  a 
true  brother  to>  the  missionaries  and  his 
fellow  members  in  the  Church. 

May  his  long  association  with  the  Mow- 
bray Branch,  his  wise  counsel,  his  sweet 
and  gentle  disposition,  his  courage  for  his 
convictions,  and  his  loyal  support  of  the 
authority  of  the  Priesthood  ever  remain 
as  a  fresh  and  uplifting  memory  to  all  that 
knew  him.  Indeed  he  has  gone  to  a  great 
and  noble  reward. — B. 
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A  Visit  with   the   Last  of   the  Witnesses. 

By  Elder  James  H.  Moyle,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Customs. 


This  Treatise. — In  each  copy  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  appears  a  testimony  of  Three 
Witnesses — Oliver  Cowdery,  David  Whitmer 
and  Martin  Harris — in  which  they  affirm  that 
an  angel  showed  them  the  gold  plates  from 
which  the  B'ook  was  translated  by  Joseph 
Smith.  All  three  left  the  Church  after  writ- 
ing that  testimony.  Yet,  none  ever  denied 
its  claims.  David  Whitmer,  unlike  the  other 
two,   never  rejoined  the   Church.  He   was 

the     last     surviving     Witness,     dying     22nd 
January,  1888. 

The  only  known  living  Latter-day  Saint 
who  has  interviewed  David  Whitmer  concern- 
ing his  testimony  is  Elder  James  H.  Moyle. 
While  visiting  in  London  during  the  past 
three  weeks,  Elder  Moyle,  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Customs,  took  time  enough 
from  his  busy  routine  to>  prepare  this  article 
specially  for  the  Millennial  Star. 

I  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  had  been  on  a 
mission  to  the  Southern  States  before  I 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan. 
During  my  three  years'  residence  at  the 
University  I  learned  that  David  Whitmer 
was  still  living  and  in  good  health.  I  con- 
cluded to  visit  him  on  my  way  home  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  I  graduated  the  latter 
part  of  June,  1885,  and  arrived  in  Rich- 
mond,  Missouri,   early  in  July. 

Richmond  is  a  small,  rural  town.  I 
talked  with  the  hack  driver  (that  is  what 
they  called  them)  who  took  me  to  the 
hotel,  and  learned  from  him  that  David 
Whitmer  was  a  highly  respected  citizen 
of  the  city.  I  likewise  questioned  the 
clerk  of  the  hotel,  with  the  same  results. 
I  made  such  inquiry  as  I  could  concerning 
him  during  my  visit  of  part  of  a  day. 

I  found  David  Whitmer  seated  under  a 
fruit  tree  in  front  of  his  home,  which 
was  located  near  the  street  and  sur- 
rounded by  an  orchard.  There  was  an 
old-fashioned  fence  in  front  of  the  pro- 
perty and  the  residence  consisted  of  a  very 
plain,  two-story,  timber  building  which 
I  concluded  consisted  of  two  rooms  down- 
stairs and  two  or  more  upstairs.  I  did 
not  go  in  or  around  the  house  to  see  what 
was  in  the  rear,  but  it  was  a  simple, 
humble  structure,  without  porch  or  out- 
side    adornment     except     that     it     was 


probably  painted.  The  front  yard,  as  I 
remember,  had  nothing  but  mother  earth 
there,  beaten  with  use.  I  do  not  recall 
any  walk  to  the  front  door  or  any  flower 
beds.  There   might   have  been   a   few 

flowers. 

I  understood  that  Mr.  Whitmer  had 
been  bothered  a  good  deal  with  curiosity 
seekers.  To  make  him  feel  more  at  home 
with  me  I  presented  him  with  an  appro- 
priate book  (I  have  forgotten  now  just 
what  it  was).  I  said  that  I  had  just 
graduated  as  a  law  student  and  was  on 
my  way  home,  and  was  extremely  anxious 
to  obtain  from  him  whatever  he  would 
be  good  enough  to  tell  me  about  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  plates  from  which  it  was 
translated  and  his  testimony  concerning 
the  same  which  he  had  given  to  the  world. 

I  entered  in  a  little  diary  which  I  kept 
the  mere  fact  that  I  had  visited  David 
Whitmer  and  that  he  had  verified  all  that 
had  been  published  to  the  world  concern- 
ing the  Book  of  Mormon  by  him  in  his 
testimony,  and  that  was  about  all.  In 
making  that  visit  I  had  no  thought  of 
anything  but  my  personal  knowledge  and 
did  not  contemplate  publishing  anything 
concerning  it — it  was  purely  an  individual 
matter  with  me  at  the  time.  I  told  my 
friends  about  it  and  spoke  of  it  in  the 
ward,  but  at  that  time  it  seemed  to  be 
common  knowledge.  David  Whitmer 

died  about  three  years  after  I  saw  him. 
My  memory  of  the  main  facts  is  perfectly 
clear.  I  have  always  enjoyed  good 
health,  never  better  than  at  the  present. 

David  Whitmer  was  a  man  above 
medium  height,  slender  rather  than  stout 
and  was  in  his  shirt-sleeves.  His  hair 
was  white,  as  was  his  long,  patriarchal 
beard.  As  I  remember,  he  was  a  man 
of  fairly  intellectual  appearance,  for  the 
plain  citizen  that  he  was,  and  of  good 
countenance.  I  am  quite  sure  he  was  a 
serious-minded   man. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  been  born  in  the 
Church,  my  mother  also;  that  my  father 
had  joined  the  Church  when  he  was  a  boy 
in  his  teens  ;  that  I  had  grown  up  believ- 
ing implicitly  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  ; 
that    I    was    about    to    commence    life's 
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activities  as  he  was  getting  ready  to  lay 
them  clown,  and  pleaded  with  him  to  tell 
me  the  truth — not  to  permit  me  to  go 
through  life  believing  in  a  falsehood — that 
meant  so  much  to  me.  I  told  him  that 
he  knew  the  facts  and  urged  him  to  tell 
me  just  what  had  happened  in  connection 
with  the  introduction  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  I  seemed  to  gain  his  confi- 
dence and  felt  free  to  ask  him  questions, 
and  in  fact  did  everything  that  I  could 
think  of  that  would  bring  out  the  facts, 
particularly  all  of  the  circumstances  and 
details  of  his  seeing  the  Angel,  seeing  and 
handling  the  plates  and  where  the  inter- 
view with  the  Angel  Moroni  took  place 
and  the  conditions  and  circumstances 
surrounding  the  same. 

He  said  that  they  (Joseph  Smith,  Oliver 
Cowdery,  David  Whitmer  and  Martin 
Harris)  were  out  in  the  primitive  woods 
in  Western  New  York ;  that  there  was 
nothing  between  them  and  the  Angel  ex- 
cept a  log  that  had  fallen  in  the  forest ; 
that  it  was  in  the  broad  daylight  with 
nothing  to  prevent  either  hearing  or  see- 
ing all  that  took  place.  He  then  repeated 
to  me  that  he  did  see  and  handle  the 
plates ;  that  he  did  see  and  hear  the 
Angel  and  heard  the  declaration  that  the 
plates  had  been  correctly  translated  ;  that 
there  was  absolutely  nothing  to  prevent 
his  having  a  full,  clear  view  of  it  all.  I 
remember  very  distinctly  asking-  him  if 
there  was  anything  unnatural  or  unusual 
about  the  surroundings  or  the  atmos- 
phere. He  answered  that  question.  1 
do  not  remember  exactly  the  words  he 
used,  but  he  indicated  that  there  was 
something  of  a  haze  or  peculiarity  about 
the  atmosphere  that  surrounded  them  but 
nothing  that  would  prevent  his  having  a 
clear  vision  and  knowledge  of  all  that 
took  place.  He  declared  to  me  that  the 
testimony  which  he  had  published  to  the 
world  was  true  and  that  he  had  never 
denied  any  part  of  it. 

I  asked  him  why  he  had  left  the  Church. 
He  replied  that  he  had  never  left  the 
Church,  that  he  had  continued  with  the 
branch  of  the  Church  that  was  originally 
organized  in  Richmond  and  still  presided 
over  it.  In  answer  to  my  questions,  he 
said,  in  an  unqualified,  emphatic  way, 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  Prophet  of  God, 


but  had  become  a  fallen  prophet  through 
the  influence  which  Sidney  Rigdon  exer- 
cised over  him;  that  he  accepted  every- 
thing that  was  revealed  to  the  Prophet 
down  to  the  year  1835,  but  rejected  every- 
thing thereafter  because  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  came  from  the  Lord  or  from 
Sidney  Rigdon.  He  manifestly  had  be- 
come embittered  against  Sidney  Rigdon, 
due  to  his  promotion  to  second  place  in 
the  Church  over  men  like  himself  who  had 
been  with  the  Prophet  from  the  beginning 
and  who  had  done  so  much  for  the 
Church.  I  then  concluded,  as  I  now  be- 
lieve, that  jealousy  and  disappointment 
had  soured  his  soul,  but  nothing  could 
obliterate  his  testimony  of  the  divinity  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

I  asked  him  about  the  manuscript  from 
which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
published.  He  said  that  he  had  the  origi- 
nal of  the  three  copies  that  were  made 
before  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  printed. 
I  asked  him  if  he  would  sell  the  manu- 
script. He  said  no.  I  then  asked  him 
if  he  woudn't  sell  it  at  any  price.  He 
said  no,  that  he  would  not  part  with  it. 
He  also  said,  pointing  to  his  home,  that 
when  a  cyclone  struck  Richmond  a  few 
years  before  every  room  in  his  house  was 
destroyed  except  the  one  in  which  that 
manuscript  was  kept.  He  seemed  to 
regard  the  manuscript  sacredly.  As  he 
appeared  to  be  a  poor  man,  at  least  in 
very  ordinary  circumstances,  I  was 
greatly  impressed  by  the  fact  that  he 
would  not  even  talk  about  selling  it  and 
with  the  fact  that  he  seemed  to  regard  the 
care  of  the  manuscript  as  being  some- 
thing- of  a  sacred  trust.  Neither  did  he 
seek  a  reconciliation  with  the  Church, 
although  that  would  have  inevitably  in- 
creased his  worldly  comfort,  and  made 
him  a  highly  honoured  personage  among 
Latter-day  Saints. 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  had  pre- 
viously interviewed  him  and  had  seen  the 
manuscript.  He  said  to  me  that  it  was 
not  the  original  but  one  of  the  other  two 
copies. 


Do  the  best  you  can  where  you  are,  and 
when  that  is  accomplished,  God  will  open 
a  door  to  a  higher  sphere. 

— Henrv  Ward  Beecher. 
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WHAT  IS  RELIGION. 

One  frequently  hears  it  said  in  some 
way  the  churches,  which  are  regarded  as 
standing  at  least  for  religion,  are 
gradually  losing  their  hold  upon  the 
people.  Some  are  wondering  as  to 
whether  by  and  by  they  may  not  all  be- 
come empty,  and  human  life  be  simply 
secular.  But  if  the  Church  is  right  and 
the  religion  which  it  teaches  is  true,  we 
do  not  need  to  be  specially  troubled  over 
this  problem.  The  student  of  history 
may  get  the  impression  that  religion  is 
not  an  eternal  thing.  The  pathway  of 
human  history  is  strewn  with  fallen  re- 
ligions as  our  country  roadsides  are 
strewn  in  the  autumn  with  fallen  leaves. 
In   one   sense  religions   have   died.  In 

another  sense  they  have  not.  It  depends 
upon  one's  definition  of  religion.  If  we 
talk  of  the  religions  of  Egypt,  of  Rome  or 
Greece,  so  far  as  their  forms,  their  doc- 
trines, their  worship  are  concerned,  they 
have  passed  away,  they  do  not  any  longer 
exist  among  men.  But  religion  has  never 
died,  only  man's  thinking  about  it  has 
changed. 

Religion  is  one  of  the  fundamental  in- 
stincts of  man.  Just  as  any  animal 
instinct  is  justified  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  development  of  the  life  of  the  race  of 
beings  that  it  characterizes,  fixed  under 
the  law  of  heredity,  so  religion  may  be  re- 
garded. It  is  universal ;  it  reaches  back 
to  the  very  beginning  of  the  human  race. 
It  is  one  of  the  instincts  of  humanity, 
ineradicable,  created  by  the  nature  of 
things,  called  out  by  man's  needs  and 
environment.  Though  there  may  be  cer- 
tain individuals  in  whom  it  may  not  have 
developed,  and  though  it  may  need  educa- 
tion and  training  to  bring  it  to  its  best, 
this  is  only  what  you  will  find  in  regard 
to  an  instinct  in  animal  or  bird.  But 
this  does  not  mitigate  against  the  fact 
that  religion  is  an  instinct  and  so  a  part 
of  the  nature  of  man. 

Let  us  look  at  religion  for  a  moment 
and  define  it.  What  is  religion?  Not 
yours,  not  mine,  not  Christianity  or 
Paganism  of  any  kind;  but  what  is  re- 
ligion? First,  it  is  man's  thought,  his 
theory  concerning  the  relation  which 
exists  between  himself  and  the  Power 
manifested    in   the  universe   around   him. 


This  is  the  first  element  of  religion.  Every 
thought,  however,  every  theory  of  man 
that  touches  practical  life,  is  accompanied 
by  feeling ;  and  so  the  second  element  of 
the  religious  life  is  the  emotional.  Man 
is  a  hoping,  fearing,  trusting  being  as 
toward  the  Unseen ;  and  the  emotions  will 
naturally  follow  after  and  be  governed 
by  the  qaulity  of  the  thought. 

Then,  in  the  third  place,  man's  theory, 
his  thought  and  his  feeling  being  per- 
manent and  universal,  will  naturally  in- 
carnate themselves,  express  themselves,, 
in  outward  institutions  and  actions ;  and 
so  we  have  churches,  altars,  temples, 
priesthoods,  hymns,  songs,— all  the  ritual 
of  the  world,  all  that  makes  up  the  eter- 
nal form  of  religion. 

And  there  is  something  beyond  the 
thought  and  the  emotion  and  the  ritual. 
If  we  study  the  lowest  fetich  worship  and 
others  after  it  up  to  the  highest  form  of 
Christianity,  we  find  that  everywhere 
man  has  been  thinking  about  God  and 
trying  to  get  into  right  or  helpful  re- 
lations with  him.  So,  to  put  it  in  another 
way,  we  may  say  that  religion  is  man's 
eternal  search  for  the  secret  of  life.  We 
have  come  at  last  to  believe  that  what  we 
call  God — is  love.  Love  is  the  heart  of 
of  the  world.  It  is  the  power  that  is 

gradually  transforming  and  elevating 
humanity,  and  making  it  over  into  the 
image  of  the  ideal.  The  highest  religion, 
then,  will  issue  in  the  loving  life.  That 
is  the  first  great  thing.  The  next  is  the 
truth, — the  truth  which  leads  us  to  a  right 
conception  of  things,  and  which  at  last 
issues  in  the  loving  life. 

_  And  then  the  last  great  element  of  the 
highest  religion  is  service.  No  man  can 
isolate  himself  from  his  fellows  without 
losing  more  than  that  of  which  he  robs 
them.  The  life  of  truth,  the  life  of  love, 
the  life  of  service. — he  who  lives  this  life 
lives  the  highest  life  that  religion  as  yet 
has  been  able  to  conceive.  We  feel  per- 
fectly certain  that  when  it  is  attained  the 
dream  of  the  ages  will  have  been  realized. 

Religion  in  this  profound  sense  of  the 
word  has  never  died,  nor  ever  will.  "It 
is  the  poetry  of  life  beleived  in."  It  lifts 
us  above  the  sordid,  the  commonplace, 
above  the  grinding  facts  of  life,  and 
brings     us     into     communion     with     the 
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eternally  young,  the  divinely  beautiful. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  our 
thoughts,  our  beliefs  on  religion  are  true 
and  right,  for  in  the  long  run  we  become 
what      we      believe.  Ultimately      our 

thoughts  and  beliefs  touch  and  shape  our 
methods  of  living. — Deseret  News. 


WORK:  A  SONG  OF  TRIUMPH. 

Work! 

Thank  God  for  the  might  of  it, 
The  ardor,  the  urge,  the  delight  of  it; 
Work  that  springs  from  the  heart's  desire, 
Setting  the  brain  and  the  soul  on  fire — 
Oh,  what  is  so  good  as  the  heat  of  it, 
And  what  is  so  glad  as  the  beat  of  it, 
And     what     is     so     kind     as     the     stern 

command, 
Challenging   brain   and   heart   and   hand? 

Work! 

Thank  God  for  the  pride  of  it, 

For  the  beautiful,  conquering  time  of  it, 

Sweeping  the  life  in  its  furious  flood, 

Thrilling  the  arteries,  cleansing  the  blood, 

Mastering  stupor  and  dull  despair, 

Moving  the  dreamer  to<  do  and  dare. 

Oh  what  is  so  good  as  the  urge  of  it, 

And  what  is  so  glad  as  the  surge  of  it, 

And  what  is  so  strong  as  the  summons 

deep, 
Rousing  the  torpid  soul  from  sleep? 

Work! 

Thank  God  for  the  pace  of  it, 

For  the  terrible,  keen  swift  race  of  it ; 

Fiery  steeds  in  full  control, 

Nostrils  a-quiver  to  greet  the  goal. 

Work,  the  power  that  drives  behind, 

Guiding  the  purposes,   taming  the  mind, 

Holding  the  runaway  wishes  back, 

Reigning  the  will  to  one  steady  track, 

Speeding  the  energies  faster,  faster, 

Triumphing  over  disaster. 

Oh,  what  is  so  good  as  the  pain  of  it, 

And  what  is  so  great  as  the  gain  of  it, 

And  what  is  so  kind  as  the  cruel  goad, 

Forcing  us  on  through  the  rugged  road? 

Work! 

Thank  God  for  the  swing  of  it, 

For  the  clamoring,  hammering  ring  of  it ; 

Passion   of   labor   daily   hurled 

On  the  mighty  anvils  of  the  world. 

Oh  what  is  so  fierce  as  the  flame  of  it, 


And  what  is  so  huge  as  the  aim  of  it? 
Thundering  on  through  dearth  and  doubt, 
Calling  the  plan  of  the  Maker  out. 
Work,  the  Titan  !     Work  the  friend, 
Shaping  the  earth  to  a  glorious  end, 
Draining    the    swamps    and    blasting    the 

hills/ 
Doing  whatever  the  spirit  wills — ■ 
Rending  a  continent  apart, 
To  answer  the  dream  of  the  Master  heart. 
Thank  God  for  a  world  where  none  may 

shirk — 
Thank  God  for  the  splendor  of  work  ! 
— Angela  Morgan,  in  Indianapolis  News. 

□   □  

EVENTIDE. 

The  golden  sun  sinks  slowly  in  the  west — 
The  fleecy  clouds  move  lightly  in  the  haze 
All   tinted   with   the   sun's   most  glorious 

ray; 
These  slowly  move  while  others  seem  to 

rest. 
At  eventide  the  world  is  at  its  best. 
The    trouble,    heat    and    worry    were   the 

day's, 
This  evening,  silent,  quiet,  calm,  allays 
The  pain  and  grief  of  day,  and  we  may 

rest. 
Oh,  peace!  how  deep  thou  art  when  night 

draws  nigh, 
I  love  thee  when  the  pangs  of  day  are  o'er, 
When  all  the  twinkling  stars  are  bright  on 

high, 
And  look  at  me  as  if  to  say  "  We  saw 
You  here  on  earth  and  we  shall  see  you 

die, 
To  live  where  peace  shall  reign  for  ever- 
more." — Angeline  Fourie. 

□  □  

A  RELIGION  OF  JOY. 

Mormonism  is  not  the  new  but  the  re- 
interpretation  of  Christianity.  It  teaches 
that  "  man  is  that  he  might  have  joy  " — 
the  joy  of  seeking  truth,  of  acquiring 
knowledge,  and  of  putting  his  knowledge 
to  work  both  here  and  hereafter — of 
setting  in  motion  creative  processes  here : 
many  of  which  will  extend  into  the  here- 
after. It  teaches  that  by  making  his 
choice  of  righteousness  a  man  may 
become  a  co-worker  with  God  on  a  grand 
and  extended  scale.  Indeed  it  teaches 
that  by  being  diligent  and  righteous,  man 
may  some  day  in  the  great  to-morrow 
achieve  Godhood. — Harrison  R.  Merrill. 
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Some   Qualities   of   a  Latter   Day-Saint. 

By  Dr.  Franklin  S.  Harris,    President  of  Brigham  Young  University. 


One  of  the  best  methods  of  judging  a 
people  is  through  the  standards  of  con- 
duct which  it  sets  up  for  itself.  The 
lives  of  its  members  will  in  large  measure 
determine  the  value  of  a  church. 

With  this  in  mind,  let  us  for  a  few 
minutes  consider  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  to  see  what  standards  of  conduct 
they  are  trying  to  maintain,  particularly 
those  which  grow  out  of  fundamental 
teachings  of  their  religion.  We  should 
do  this  in  the  same  way  we  would  examine 
the  activities  of  other  peoples.  For 
example,  the  Mohammedan  sets  up  four 
fundamental  ideas  into  which  all  of  his 
activities  must  fit ;  First,  the  belief  in  God 
with  further  explanation  that  there  is  but 
one  God,  Allah,  and  Mohammed  is  his 
prophet.  Secondly,  he  insists  on  daily 
prayers  to  Allah.  These  must  be  carried 
on  at  stated  times  and  in  a  prescribed 
manner  which  includes  facing  toward 
Mecca.  Third,  he  is  required  to  give 
alms.  Fourth,  he  is  required  to  make 
pilgrimages  to  sacred  places,  and  if 
possible  to  visit  Mecca  at  some  time  dur- 
ing his  life.  If  these  four  conditions 
with  their  detailed  prescriptions  are  satis- 
fied, the  individual  may  be  considered  a 
true  Mohammedan. 

Now  let  us  see  what  are  some  of  the 
standards  with  which  a  Latter-day  Saint 
must  comply  in  order  to  be  in  good  stand- 
ing in  his  group,  and  to  have  his  con- 
science clear  as  far  as  teachings  of  his 
religion  are  concerned.  In  the  first 
place,  he  wants  to  be  well  born.  The 
Latter-day  Saints  are  sincerely  devoted 
to  the  whole  question  of  genealogy  and 
heredity.  They  emphasize  the  importance 
of  having  a  line  of  descent  that  is  favour- 
able. This  is  expected  to  point  in  both 
directions  :  backward  and  forward.  There 
is  a  measure  of  pride  in  one's  ability  to 
establish  a  line  of  honourable  ancestry, 
and  with  this  goes  a  desire  through  tem- 
ple ordinances  to  render  service  to 
ancestors.       There  is  also  a  desire  to  pass 


on  to  descendants  the  best  qualities  that 
may  be  transmitted  through  heredity. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  is  interested  in 
the  whole  problem  of  health  and  in  keep- 
ing himself  fit  to  do  his  work  in  the  most 
effective  manner.  One  of  the  support- 
ing ideas  for  this  point  of  view  is  found 
in  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  which  was  given 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  It 
enjoins  the  members  of  the  Church  to  re- 
frain from  the  use  of  intoxicants  and 
tobacco  and  to  be  temperate  in  all  of 
their  actions,  to  live  consistently  and 
moderately,  and  to  avoid  excesses  and  ex- 
tremes of  every  kind.  No  man  can  be 
in  good  standing  in  the  Church  who  is 
given  to  drunkenness  and  the  use  of 
tobacco,  to'  immorality  or  any  excesses 
that  would  be  contrary  to  the  living  of  a 
wholesome   and  well  ordered   life. 

The  teachings  of  the  Church  are  specific 
in  matters  of  honesty,  stability  and  re- 
liability. No  matter  how  long-faced  or 
sanctimonious  a  person  might  be,  he  can- 
not have  good  standing  in  the  Church, 
nor  the  fellowship  of  its  members,  unless 
he  is  reliable  in  his  financial  and  practical 
dealings  with  his  fellowmen. 

From  the  very  foundation  of  the 
Church,  the  Latter-day  Saints  have  been 
noted  for  their  industry  and  frugality. 
This  has  made  of  them  capable  colonizers 
and  community  builders,  even  under  ex- 
treme difficuties.  The  whole  idea  of 
stability,  growing  out  of  honesty,  relia- 
bility and  industry,  is  so  thoroughly 
woven  into  the  pattern  of  Church  activi- 
ties and  discipline  that  Mormonism, 
among  those  who1  know  it  best,  is  almost 
synonymous  with  these  words.  Any  vari- 
ation from  this  on  the  part  of  individuals 
is  a  direct  departure  from  the  teachings 
and  well  established  practices  of  the 
Church. 

The  Latter-day  Saints,  by  the  most 
fundamental  doctrine  of  their  belief,  are 
committed  to  education.  According  to 
Mormon  philosophy,  "  man  cannot  be 
saved  in  ignorance."  His  salvation  and 
exaltation  so  hand  in  hand  with  the  ac- 


108 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


20/ 1,  My,  1936. 


quisition  of  knowledge,  the  development 
of  intelligence,  and  progression  toward  a 
state  of  godhood.  Thus,  the  ideal  Latter- 
day  Saint,  throughout  all  his  life,  and 
even  in  eternity,  must  be  diligent  in  his 
pursuit    of    the    eternal    verities.  His 

education  must  include  "  all  that  is 
lovely,  or  of  good  report,  or  praise- 
worthy." It  is  not  enough  that  he  con- 
form to  the  artificialities  and  mere  forms 
of  polite  society ;  he  must  be  cultured  in 
the  very  fundamental  way  that  would 
make  him  conform  to  the  dictates  of  the 
Golden  Rule,  even  though  his  actions 
might  not  be  seen  of  men. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  is  expected  to  be 
a  good  citizen  in  the  community  and 
country  in  which  he  resides.  The  Articles 
of  Faith  of  the  Church  are  specific  on  this 
point,  and  the  Church  early  in  its  history 
wrote  into  its  fundamental  rule  of  action 
the  principle  of  conformity  to  law  and 
support     of     good     government.  The 

statement  says  : 

We  believe  that  governments  were 
instituted  of  God  for  the  benefit  of  man, 
and  that  he  holds  men  accountable  for 
their  acts  in  relation  to  them,  either  in 
making  laws  or  administering  them  for 

the  good  and  safety  of  society 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  134.) 
A   number  of  the   items   already   men- 
tioned  concern   themselves  with   material 
and  practical   affairs.  But  this   is   not 

sufficient.  The  Church,  though  un- 
alterably committed  to  these  practical  in- 
structions, is  primarily  interested  in  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  its  members,  since 
spirituality  is  considered  to  be  above 
material  things,  and  the  ultimate  welfare 
of  the  individual  must  carry  him  beyond 
material  things,  and  the  ulitimate  welfare 
of  the  individual  must  carry  him  beyond 
worldly  accomplishments. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  are  ever  con- 
scious of  their  relationship  to  their  Father 
in  Heaven.  This  goes  beyond  devotion 
to  mere   ideal  or   an   abstraction.  To 

them  it  has  a  genuine  background  of 
reality,  similar  to  the  relationship  with 
earthly  parents.  Any  Latter-day  Saint, 
to  be  in  harmony  with  the  Church  and  its 
teachings,  looks  far  beyond  the  affairs  of 
the  present  day  into  an  eternity  which  he 


visualizes  as  being  filled  with  activities 
similar  to  the  highest  activities  of  this 
life— activities  which  imply  the  possibility 
of  eternal  progression  for  him  throughout 
all  of  the  ages  of  eternity. 

This  makes  of  life  more  than  merely 
three-score  years  of  pleasure  and  pain, 
and  puts  it  in  the  realms  of  a  journey  be- 
ginning in  a  pre-existent  state,  extending 
through  earthly  life,  and  on  into  an  eter- 
nity which  may  be  filled  with  infinite 
possibilities  for  eternal  joy  and  advance- 
ment toward  the  high  state  in  which  God 
now  finds   Himself.  Thus,   the  devout 

Latter-day  Saint  is  interested  in  practical 
affairs,  and  he  sets  for  himself  the  goal  of 
being  the  best  possible  kind  of  citizen, 
but  he  always  has  in  the  back  of  his  con- 
sciousness the  hope  that  he  will  be  so 
fundamentally  sound  and  capable  that 
these  high  qualities  will  carry  over  into 
a  spiritual  realm  where  his  highest  ideals 
can  be  more  completely  realized  than  is 
possible  in  this  world  with  its  imperfec- 
tions and  physical  limitations. 

We  invite  investigation  and  ask  all  who 
wish  to  know  of  such  a  combination  of 
the  practical  and  spiritual  idealism  to 
study  the  fundamental  teachings  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  and  to  observe  the  lives  of  those 
who  live  according  to  these  teachings. 

Having  travelled  in  most  parts  of  the 
world,  and  having  had  an  opportunity  to 
observe  most  of  the  cultures  found  in 
lands  far  and  near,  I  have  had  ample 
opportunity  to  make  comparisons,  and 
while  I  do  not  wish  to  claim  an  un- 
warranted degree  of  perfection  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  it  is  my  humble,  yet 
firm,  conviction  that  in  practical  living 
and  in  spiritual  quality  the  Latter-day 
Saints  do  have  standards  that  commend 
themselves  to  all  men,  and  that  they  do 
live  up  to  these  standards  in  a  way  that 
deserves  the  respect  of  all  honest  investi- 
gators. Many  of  us  who  profess  the 
faith  are  full  of  shortcomings,  but  the 
ideal  Latter-day  Saint  is  worthy  of  the 
admiration  of  those  who  like  to  see 
religion  and  life  at  their  best. — (Adapted 
from  a  radio  sermon  given  over  KSL  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  10th  May,  1936.) 
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Mission  News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder    Ray    F.     Marsh,     District     President, 

"  Cumorah,"   Main   Road,  Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m. ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 


A  happy  welcome  was  awaiting  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  LeGrand  P.  Backman,  8th 
July,  on  their  return  to  the  Southland. 
Their  visit  in  the  Transvaal  was  very 
enjoyable  and  splendid  reports  came  back 
to  us  of  our  fellow  members. 

Three  one-act  plays  and  also  specialty 
numbers  made  the  Relief  Society  Concert 
a  splendid  success.  "  Cumorah's  "  Hall 
both  nights — 15th  and  16th  July — was 
filled  to  capacity.  Each  play  brought  fits 
of  laughter  from  all  sides  and  the  players 
did  well  their  parts.  So  here's  a  great 
big  "  thanks  "  to  all  those  faithful 
characters,  the  specialty  numbers  and  all 
those  who  helped  in  any  way  to  make  it 
a  success — and  another,  to  all  those  who 
contributed  sweets. 

In  honour  of  those  indomitable  Pioneers 
who  headed  this  mighty  caravan  of 
"  Mormonism  "  a  special  service  was 
held  Sunday  night,  12th  July.  Miss 
Beatrice  Berwick  sang  two  lovely  solos 
and  President  and  Sister  Backman  were 
the  speakers.  The  service  was  indeed 
a  spiritual  feast. 

Sunday  morning,  12th  July,  President 
Backman  and  Elder  Millburn  visited  the 
Eerste  River  Sunday  School.  Their  re- 
ports were  very  encouraging. 

With  the  close  of  another  day,  4th 
June,  our  Heavenly  Father  called  one 
more  of  His  children  home — so  faithful 
and  true,  she  was — Sister  Catherina 
Verhagen.  She  has  suffered  long  and 
has  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  many 
months.  She  had  finished  her  work  and 
was  willing  and  ready  to  go. 

Elders  Harlan  W.  Clark  and  Dale  A. 
Wilcox  held  a  lantern  lecture  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Benn,  18th  June. 
"  Down  Pioneer  Trails  "  was  shown  and 
very  much  enjoyed. 

Another  of  those  fine  cottage  meetings 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seager  in  Glencairn,   25th  June.     Elders 


Millburn,  Clark  and  Wilcox  were  the 
visiting  Elders. 

Overnight  visitors  at  "  Cumorah  '"  on 
30th  July  were  Marie  and  Alma  Herbst, 
from  Paarl. 

The  early  part  of  the  evening  of  4th 
July  (Independence  Day  in  America)  was 
celebrated  by  Elders  Millburn,  Marsh, 
Clark  and  Wilcox  at  the  home  of  the 
American  Consul,  Mr.  De  Courcey. 

Sunday  evening,  5th  July,  the  Mowbray 
Presidency  distributed  601  new  Deseret 
Sunday   School   song   books.  What   a 

thrill  to  sing  more  of  the  "  old  songs." 
Of  course,  the  little  pamphlet  song  books 
were  appreciated. 

Most  interesting  and  full  of  fun  was 
the  Scavenger  Hunt  for  the  adult  class 
sponsored  by  Elder  Clark  and  his  co- 
workers in  Mutual,  7th  July.  Of  all  the 
things  they  requested  to  be  brought  back 
— oh — and  they  got  them,  too.  Sand- 
wiches and  soft  drinks  were  served  later. 

Congratulations  to  Valerie  Beckbes- 
singer.  She  is  hardly  eight,  and  boarded 
a  Union-Castle  Liner  at  Durban  and  came 
all  the  way  to  Cape  Town — alone.  Her 
mother,.  Sister  Beckbessinger,  from 
Piquetberg,  was  here  to  meet  her.  Valerie 
has  been  attending  school  the  last  year  in 
Durban.  They     were     both     overnight 

visitors  at  "  Cumorah,"  10th  July. 

That  lovely  daughter  of  Brother  R.  Y. 
Wilson  and  his  wife,  was  blessed  Sunday 
at  "  Cumorah  "  by  Brother  Thomas  Wil- 
son. Her  name  is  Shirley  Agnes.  May 
the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  be 
in  their  home. 

American  Basket  Ball  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Boys'  Class  in  Mutual.  A 
night  game,  14th  July,  was  a  starter  and 
it  is  taking  like  "  wildfire."  "  American 
Basket  Ball  is  NOT  a  sissy's  game,  they 
said. 

Elders  Marsh  and  Clark  spent  the 
week-end,  18th  July,  visiting  the  outlying 
Branches  of  the  District.  They  return 
with  the  love  and  best  wishes  of  the  Saints 
in  Paarl,  Robertson,  Van  der  Stel  and 
Eerste  River. 

Tuesday  night,  7th  July,  Brother 
Wallace  Julyan  was  sustained  in  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Association.  We  wish  him  the  best  of 
luck   in   his   new   calling.        He   fills   the 
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vacancy  left  by  the  release  of  Jack  Cow- 
ley. 

A  hearty  thanks  for  invitations  out, 
dinners,  gifts,  and  all.  They  are  sin- 
cerely appreciated. 

PORT  ELIZABETH. 
Elder  Wm.  Alton  Sorenson,  District  Presi- 
dent. 
Elder  R.  K.  F.  Doner,  Branch  President, 
Bushy  Park,  23,  Quoit  St.,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Services  held  at  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm 
Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

The  McWilliams'  home  at  Mount  Plea- 
sant was  the  scene  of  an  ejoyable  social 
evening,  Tuesday,  30th  of  June.  A  musi- 
cal programme  was  furnished  by  Mr.  F. 
W.  Morris  and  his  two  sons,  which  con- 
tributed very  much  to  a  very  happy  and 
successful  evening. 

Again,  on  the  10th  of  July  at  the 
McWilliams'  home,  a  party  was  held  as 
a  reward  to  the  children  for  their  faithful 
attendance  and  interest  in  the  Primary. 
Games  and  refreshments  topped  the  pro- 
gramme. 

We  welcome  the  arrival  of  Sister  Ever- 
ton  and  family  to  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Branch.  They  join  Bro.  Everton  who 
has  been  preparing  for  their  arrival  for 
the  past  month.  They  will  indeed  be  a 
strength  to  the  Branch. 

Elder  John  M.  Bailey  honoured  the 
Elders  and  his  many  friends,  in  this  his 
former  field  of  labour,  with  a  brief  visit 
on  his  up-coast  trip  on  his  homeward 
journey. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elders  Soren- 
son and  Bradshaw,  a  number  of  cottage 
meetings  have  been  held.  Those  who 

attended  the  meeting  on  the  evening  of 
the  18th  of  June,  which  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Bester  in  Sidwell,  were 
fortunate  in  having  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  Elder  Bailey  speak  before  his 
departure   for  his  home. 

Branch  President  R.  K.  F.  Doller  cele- 
brated his  53rd  birthday  on  the  7th  of 
July.  His  life  is  a  fitting  example  of  a 
long  faithful  service  to  the  Church  and  we 
sincerely  hope  that  he  will  be  blessed 
with   many  more  happy  years  of  life. 

Sister  Violet  F.  Kozakiewich,  of 
Grahamstown,  is  in  receipt  of  the  sad 
news   of  the   death   of  her  sister,    Sister 


Mary  Peacock  Skinner,  formerly  of  Port 
Elizabeth.  Sister  Skinner  died  at  her 

home  in   Idaho,    U.S.A.,   on  the   17th  of 
May  at  the  age  of  38  years. 

BLOEMFONTEIN. 

Elder  C.   B.  Spear,   Branch   President, 

183,   Monument  Road,   Bioemfontein. 

Sunday,  31st  May,  Brother  and  Sister 
C.  B.  Spear  and  Brother  and  Sister  Lam- 
brick  visited  Kimberley  and  attended  the 
meetings  there.  The  members  of  that 
Branch  gave  them  a  hearty  welcome. 

On  Monday,  22nd  of  June,  Veronica 
Joan,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alex 
Greenberg,  died  of  acute  appendicitis,  at 
Maseru,  Basutoland.  Veronica  was  aged 
three  years  and  eight  months.  The 
funeral  services  on  Tuesday,  the  23rd  of 
June,  were  conducted  by  Brother  C.  B. 
Spear  and  Brother  Sam  Greenberg.  We 
wish  to  express  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
the  bereaved  relatives  and  sincerely  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  and  comfort 
them  writh  the  strength  necessary  to  carry 
their  grief. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 
District  President:  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

Springs  Hall,  19,  Second  Avenue,  Geduld : 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8.00  p.m.  ;  and 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  St.,  Rosetten- 
ville :   Sundays  at   10.30  a.m.    and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate:  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00  p.m. 

Ramah  News. 

At  a  baptismal  service  at  Ramah  on 
Sunday,  28th  June,  Brother  and  Sister 
Francis  Edward  Saunders  and  their 
family  of  five  fine  children,  all  of  Pre- 
toria, were  made  members  of  the  Church 
through  compliance  with  divine  command. 
At  the  same  time  their  baby  daughter, 
little  Dorothy  Jewel  Saunders,  was 
blessed  into  the  Church.  Elder  H.  C. 
Badger  officiated  at  the  service  and  Elders 
L.  A.  Daynes  and  Timothy  H.  Irons  per- 
formed the  ordinances.  We  rejoice  in 
your  becoming  members  and  extend  to 
you  the  congratulations,  love  and  bless- 
ings of  all  our  Church  members.       May 
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future  participation  in  furthering  God's 
work  bring  you  peace,  contentment  and 
happiness. 

It  was  a  happy  occasion  to  see  Sister 
Catherine  Francis  Smith  celebrate  her 
90th  birthday  on  8th  July,  by  undergoing 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  and  confirmation 
in  the  Church.  Though  bent  with  age 
and  shaky  she  was  plucky  and  firm  in  her 
resolve  to  be  baptized,  having  seen  the 
purpose  and  blessings  of  it.  Sister  Smith 
is  the  mother  of  Sister  J.  P.  Brummer  and 
her  baptism  represents  the  culmination  of 
30  years  of  prayerful  study  and  en- 
couragement by  herself  and  relatives.  At 
the  same  service  Sister  Gertrude  Mc- 
Knight,  nine  year  old  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  A.  McKnight,  of  Waterval, 
was  baptized  by  Elder  H.  C.  Badger. 
Sister  Smith  was  administered  the  ordi- 
nance by  Brother  W.  H.  Brummer,  her 
grandson.  Congratulations  to  you  and 
may  you  both  receive  the  choicest  bless- 
ings of  Heaven  as  you  work  righteousness 
and  promote  the  work  of  God. 

After  two  weeks  of  delightful  sight- 
seeing in  the  Kruger  National  Park,  at 
which  time  they  rather  intensively  covered 
that  region,  President  and  Sister  Back- 
man  arrived  back  at  Ramah,  2nd  July. 
They  bade  farewell  to  Elders  Bates  and 
Clarkson  at  Lourenco  Marques,  where 
they  departed  for  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
and  then  drove  straight  through  to 
Johannesburg.  They      remained     only 

until  Monday,  during  which  time  they 
visited  more  members  and  friends, 
attended  a  social  in  their  honour,  partici- 
pated as  principal  speakers  in  Pretoria 
Sunday  service,  and  then  left  Monday 
evening  at  10  p.m.  via  train  for  Cape 
Town.  Their  stay  with  us  has  been  most 
enjoyable.  Though  it  was  short,  they 
managed  to  visit  many  members,  en- 
courage them,  give  constructive  criticism 
to  the  work,  outlined  future  plans,  and 
gave  encouragement  and  impetus  to 
mission  work.  Such  a  visit  inspires 
everyone  to  greater  heights  and  we  feel 
confident  that  it  was  time  and  effort  well 
placed.  Reluctantly  we  bade  them  fare- 
well and  a  safe  journey  and  eagerly 
anticipate  their  next  visit  in  six  months' 
time. 

To  our  numerous  friends  and  members 


who  have  so<  graciously  responded  and 
assisted  in  making  President  and  Sister 
Backman's  stay  here  pleasant,  we  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  our  sincere 
appreciation.       Thanks  to  you  all. 

The  annual  Gold  and  Green  Ball,  spon- 
sored by  the  M.I. A.  of  Ramah  Branch, 
was  successfully  held  at  Kensington  Hall 
on  12th  June.  A  jolly  group,  good 
music,  tasty  refreshments,  and  gay 
atmosphere  combined  to  make  it  the  most 
successful  dance  of  the  year.  The 
M.I. A.  officers  were  the  directors  and  are 
deserving  of  commendation  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  venture. 

The  little  dark-eyed,  dark-haired  son 
of  Brother  and  Sister  A.  G.  Brummer,  of 
Hill  Township,  was  blessed  and  named 
when  five  weeks  old  at  the  Sunday  evening 
service  of  Ramah  Branch,  12th  July,  1936. 
Elder  Dee  R.  Parkinson  pronounced  the 
blessing  and  he  was  given  the  name  of 
John  James  Brummer.  Congratulations 
to  the  proud  parents  and  may  he  grow  up 
to  be  a  healthy,  faithful  member  of  the 
Church,  reflecting  credit  always  to  his 
parents  and  the  Church. 

Cottage  meetings  are  held  twice 
monthly  at  Brother  N.  G.  Muir's  at  28a, 
Browning  Street,  Jeppe.  Everyone  in- 
vited to  participate  in  the  interesting 
Gospel  discussions. 

President  Backman's  latest  news  flash 
related  to  a  transfer  of  Elders.  Elder  B. 
M.  Palmer  leaves  for  Durban  on  14th 
July,  and  Elder  Robt.  Childs  will  come  to 
Johannesburg.  Both  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  and  will  greatly 
augment  Branch   strength. 

Reorganization  of  Ramah  Branch  Sun- 
day School  is  taking  place.  Newly 
installed  officers  are  outlining  an  interest- 
ing programme  and  solicit  your  loyal 
support.  Assist  by  attending. 
Liahona  News. 

During  President  Backman's  visit  to 
Transvaal  he  deemed  it  advisable  to 
ordain  some  of  the  eligible  male  members 
of  Liahona  Branch  to  Priesthood.  The 
following  advancements  were  made : 
Brother  Elmer  Muir  was  advanced  to 
office  of  Priest ;  Brother  Ira  Muir  to 
Teacher;  Brother  Fred  Spear,  Jr.,  to 
Priest ;  Brothers  Waldron  Smith  and  Ora 
Muir    were    both    ordained    to    office    of 
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Deacons.  All  have  co-operated  and 
assisted  capably  in  advancing  the  work  of 
the  Branch.  All  are  clean  fine  young 
men,  worthy  of  the  great  responsibility 
which  the  P'riesthood  entails. 

A  host  of  very  successful  socials  have 
been  held  in  Liahona  Branch  the  past 
month.  The  Relief  Society  took  charge 
of  one  at  Brother  Chas.  Schubach's.  The 
M.I. A.  officiated  at  one  held  11th  July,  at 
Brother    A.    Ninow's.  A   huge    crowd 

attended,  among  them  being  several  new 
friends.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  good, 
clean  fun  and  refreshments. 

Elders  Badger  and  Parkinson  held  a 
well  attended  lantern  lecture  on  "  Ancient 
America  "  on  27th  June  at  Brother  Albert 
Ninow's  home  in  Turffontein.  Many 
friends  were  in  attendance,  and  it  offered 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  preaching 
Gospel  and  relating  proofs  for  the  authen- 
ticitv  of  Book  of  Mormon.  Tracts  per- 
taining to  the  Book  of  Mormon  were  dis- 
tributed to  all  present,  and  refreshments 
topped  the  evening  off  in  great  style. 
More  are  scheduled  for  the  near  future. 

Brother  and  Sister  Dick  Jakins,  of 
Springs,  visited  Liahona  on  28th  June, 
where  their  three  months  old  son  was 
blessed  and  given  the  name  of  Duane 
Darel  D'Artagnan  Jakins,  by  the  proud 
father. 

All  Liahona  Branch  members  are 
appreciative  of  President  and  Sister  Back- 
man's  visit  while  in  Johannesburg.  A 
visit  from  them  gives  purpose  and  help 
to  the  w7ork. 

Waterval  News. 

Very  successful  cottage  meetings  have 
been  held  at  Newlands  and  East  Town, 
at  homes  of  Brother  Coetzee  and  Brother 

THE  Hardware  House 
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Joubcrt ,    respectively. 

The  Elders  have  supervised  the  study 
(hisses  where  topics  in  Book  of  Mormon 
and  Articles  of  'Faith  have;  been  con- 
sidered. The  attendance  has  been  in- 
creasing and  it  offers  an  excellent  possi- 
bility for  contacting  friends  and  intro- 
ducing the  Gospel  to  them. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  go  out  to 
Brother  and  Sister  S.  J.  Brummer,  of 
Newlands,  at  the  recent  birth  of  a  fine 
healthy  baby.  Best  wishes  to  you,  proud 
parents ! 

Brother  McKnight  has  been  ill  at  the 
General  Hospital  for  some  time  with  his 
leg     injury.  Happily     we     report     his 

improved  condition  and  his  convalescing 
at  home.  Keep  up  your  pluck  and  spirits, 
Brother  McKnight. 

All  Branch  members  enjoyed  President 
and     Sister     Backman's     visits     to     their 
homes.       It  is  always  encouraging  to  visit 
with  them. 
Springs  News. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  the  Branch  spon- 
sored a  dance  in  the  Town  Hall  supper 
room.  A  record  attendance  of  150  people 
were  in  attendance.  Everyone  apparently 
enjoyed  the  evening.  Special  apprecia- 
tion is  due  Mrs.  Taylor,  sister  of  Sister 
Campbell,  for  valuable  services  rendered. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  the 
support  and  association  of  about  thirty 
members  and  friends  from  the  Ramah 
and  Liahona   Branches. 

Brother  Reaford  Futter  left  on  the 
7th  of  July  on  his  annual  leave.  He  plans 
on  visiting  Maritzburg,  Durban  and  East 
London  and  intends  to  do  some  genealo- 
gical research  work  during  his  absence. 
We  will  be  looking  for  his  safe  return. 

Brother  Tommy  Jubber  has  been  put 
into  the  harness  as  the  new  M.I.A. 
President,  with  Brother  and  Sister  John- 
son as  1st  and  2nd  Counsellors.  Sister 
Sannie  Pretorius  is  Secretary.  May  the 
Lord  bless  them  in  their  duties. 
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